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ADVERTISEMENT POLICY
The Interior Angle is the official publication of the           
Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors (KAPS). 
It is published quarterly for the purpose of communicat-
ing with the professional surveying community, related 
professions and others with an interest in surveying. The 
Interior Angle is financed primarily by membership dues 
although advertisements are welcome from service and 
product industries relating to the needs and activities 
of the profession. The Interior Angle is mailed to KAPS 
members and similar organizations on a complimentary 
basis.

Articles and advertisements appearing in this publication 
are not the policy of the association unless specifically so 
stated. The association does not assume any responsibility 
for statements made or opinions expressed in the articles, 
advertisements or other portions of this publication. Ar-
ticles may not be reproduced in whole or in part without 
the written permission of the editor.

The Interior Angle welcomes and encourages comments, 
opinions and responses by readers. Letters should be ad-
dressed to:

Editor — The Interior Angle
124 Walnut Street
Frankfort, KY 40601

Letters must be signed and include a daytime telephone 
number. The name of the letter’s author may be withheld 
if requested. Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

The Interior Angle is published quarterly by the Kentucky 
Association of Professional Surveyors. All advertise-
ments contained within The Interior Angle are published 
as a service to readers. Their publication does not imply or 
express any endorsement or recommendation by KAPS. 
The rates are as follows:

Size       Per Issue/Per Year
Full Page             $175.00/$600.00
1/2 Page          $100.00/$350.00
1/4 Page            $65.00/$225.00
Business Card                            $50.00
Business Card (KAPS Member)                         $25.00
Classified                          $40.00
Classified (KAPS Member)                                 $20.00

Corporate Members receive a free business card ad in ev-
ery issue.

Publisher — The Interior Angle
Colleen Comer Courtwright
124 Walnut Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 695-2349 • (800) 866-3029
E-mail: ComerCourtwrightKAPS@gmail.com

2

Table of
Contents
From the President’s Desk 

Page 4

From the President-Elect’s Desk 
Page 6

KY BOL The Board Report 
Page 8

KY BOL Board Members 
Page 10

Ky BOL Board 2013 Calendar 
Page 10

Annual KAPS Conference Packet 
Page 11

KAPS/NSPS Joint Membership 
Page 16

KAPS Board Rrport
Page 20

Andy Kellie “Decisive Action” 
Page 24

“Gravity’s Increasing Gravitas; Part 1” 
Page 27

KAPS Membership Application 
Page 34

Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors

The Interior Angle, Winter 2013

mailto:ComerCourtwrightKAPS%40gmail.com?subject=The%20Interior%20Angle


KAPS 2012
Officers & Directors

President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Donald Pedigo, PLS
President-Elect . . . . . . . . .  Thomas Clayborn, PLS
Vice President,
 External Affairs . . . . . . . . . . .  James Mayo, PLS
Vice President,
 Internal Affairs . . . . . . . . .  John Schneider, PLS
Past President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Brian Cox, PLS
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Jones, PLS
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Dummer, PLS, PE

Ex-Officio Directors
Professional Development
 Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Don Pedigo, PLS
NSPS Governor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Craig Palmer, PLS
KY State Board of
 Licensure Liaison . . . . . . . . . Chris Gephart, PLS
KSPE Liaison . . . . . . . . . . .  .Bob Westermeyer, PLS
GIAC Liaison . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Ted Niemann, PE, PLS
KAMP Liaison (Non-Voting) . . . . . . .Steve Lily, PLS 
 

Directors

Tom Bushelman, PLS Doug Comer, PLS, PE
Dave Dummer, PLS Bob Fentress, PLS
Bill Jones, PLS Thad Lucas, PLS, PE

Chapter Chairs

Audubon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Ladnier, PLS
Barren River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shaun Foley, PLS
Bluegrass Capitol . . . . . . . . . . . Kevin Phillips, PLS
Falls of the Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tim Chilton, PLS
Green River  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bobby Miller, PLS
Highlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . Johnny Justice, PLS, PE
Jackson Purchase Area . . . . Jonathan Payne, PLS
Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Ruggles, PLS
Northern Kentucky . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tim Ryan, PLS
Southeast . . . . . . . . . . . Dempsey Miracle, Jr., PLS

KAPS Office Staff
Molly Forrest, Administrative Assistant

An Affiliate of the American
Congress on Surveying and Mapping and

The National Society of Professional Surveyors

KAPS 2012
Standing Committee
Chairs & Co-Chairs

Annual Conference . . . . . . . . . . .  Donald Pedigo, PLS &  
 Bobby Miller, PLS
Annual Picnic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Donald Pedigo, PLS
Boy Scouts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Robert, PLS
By-Laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tom Bushelman, PLS
County Surveyors . . . . . . Richard Montgomery, PE, PLS
Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Ronald E. Gallagher, PLS 
Ethics & Professional Practice . . . . . Chris Gephart, PLS
Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James Mayo, PLS
GIS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Edmund “Moe” Miller, PLS
Legislative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Riney PE, PLS
Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Westermeyer, PLS
Minimum Standards . . . . . . . . . . . .  Donald Pedigo, PLS
Nominating . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Executive Committee
Past Presidents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richey Newton, PLS
Policy Manual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Bushelman, PLS
Professional Development . . . . . . . . . James Mayo, PLS
 or Chris Gephart, PLS
Public Relations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Clayborn, PLS
Publications / Newsletter . . . . . . . Doug Comer, PLS, PE
Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John St. Clair, PLS

On the Cover: A thin layer of ice 
coats a tree at Waveland State 
Historic Site on January 16, 
2013.

3

Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors

The Interior Angle, Winter 2013



4

From the President's Desk
Don Pedigo, PLS
Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors
124 Walnut Street • Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

“thank you” 

This is my last article as President so here’s a 
heartfelt Thank you to the Board of Directors, the 

KAPS Membership, and the Surveying Professionals 
in and around the Commonwealth of Kentucky for 
making the last two years a success, and very much a 
pleasure for me.  I have enjoyed my term as President 
and honestly will miss working with your leaders, 
the membership and Molly in the role of president.  
Although I plan to stay involved with KAPS and the 
board of directors as long as the leadership and 
the members wish me to, I look forward to our new 
president Tom Clayborn’s leadership in the coming 
year and pledge my support to him and our 2013 
leaders.  Please join me at the conference in February 
and allow me the opportunity to thank you in person 
and to shake your hand.  Your overwhelming support 
over the last couple of years has touched Cathy and 
me and is truly appreciated.

Our new Website is great in my opinion and I look 
forward to the continued improvements to the Website 
in the coming years. 

SaFEty!
I have talked a lot about safety this year and we are 
planning a safety seminar for the conference.  Please 
take some time to reflect on your operations and your 
field procedures while working in the backwoods 
of Kentucky and on the busy highways that guide 
us around the Commonwealth.  While all the lights, 
signs, cones, vests, and well founded precautions 
cannot stop an accident, they certainly reduce the 
chances. 

Make 2013 a great year and kick the year off by 
taking a moment to discuss safety with your 
employees and survey crews.  Ask and/or remind 
them to take the time to think about safety and 
to be acutely aware of their surroundings at all 
times.  “Be Careful out there!”

The following is a brief review of activities since 
the December issue of the Interior angle and our 
December 8th Board of Directors meeting:

2013 KAPS Conference – The 2013 conference is 
rapidly approaching, the dates for the conference are 
February 20th through the 23rd, 2013.  The conference 
will be held at the Marriott Louisville Downtown Hotel 
and Convention center.  The hotel and convention 
center are nice, accessible, near all of the downtown 
attractions and the convention center and meeting 
rooms are accommodating to our needs.  I thank 
the Conference Committee for their dedication 
and commitment to making the 2013 conference a 
success—Tom Clayborn, John Schneider, Kevin 
Phillips, James Mayo, Bob Fentress, Bill Jones 
and Joe Scannell – THANK YOU!. 

Fall Seminars – The 2012 Fall Seminars have 
concluded!  The seminars were a success but we 
need everyone’s help for these to continue to be 
successful.  Spread the word about the quality of 
the seminars KAPS presents to members and non-
members needing continuing education hours or 
just wanting to attend a worthwhile seminar to learn 
about new surveying technology, machine control, 
GPS processing, state plane coordinate systems, 
dendrology, mock trial and/or surveying standards.  
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We need topic and location suggestions for 2013 – be 
thinking about it, please.

Legislative Session – 2013 legislative session 
is in full swing.  Our Legislative Committee and 
Government Strategies, LLC are on top of things and 
are working on the 2013 legislative session strategies. 
We will keep you updated on our progress.

Statute of Limitations – KAPS Proposed 
Amendment to KRS 413.140, Statute of Limitations 
bill.  The bill was sponsored by Representative Brent 
Yonts.  The bill places licensed surveyors under the 
one year statute of limitations for professionals.  This 
bill made it to the Senate Judiciary Committee with no 
opposition in the 2012 session before it and we ran 
out of time to get it passed.  We have intentions to file 
this bill again at the appropriate time.

NCEES-State Specific Exam – NCEES has taken 
steps toward implementation of computer based 
testing for both the FS and PS exams.  This has 
raised the question of how and if the State specific 
portion of the examination can be administered.  The 
cost of the state specific exam becoming computer 
based as well appears to be cost prohibitive.  This 
topic is currently under review and we as KAPS 
will be asked to provide input.  There will be more 
discussion on this topic in the coming months.  If you 
have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact 
me.

State Specific Item Writing (Examination 
Questions) Session -  At the Board of Licensure 
Surveying Committee meeting in September, in 
addition to a discussion regarding the State Specific 
Exam, a request was made to KAPS asking for 
volunteers to assist in a session or most likely 
sessions for writing test/exam questions for our 
question bank.  We have participated in this type of 
session before.  This is a great opportunity for us 
to assist the Board of Licensure and the surveying 
profession.  Keep in mind, if you volunteer for 
this item writing session you will be required to 
sign an agreement to ensure confidentiality of the 
examination.  So there is no misunderstanding, 
everyone should note that they give up ownership 
and all right, title, and interest in any of the questions 
they submit.  The session or sessions will begin later 
this year and go until probably April 2013.  If you are 
interested in participating in the item writing session, 
please contact me.

KAPS/NSPS 100% Joint Membership Program 
– The proposal from NSPS would require 100% 
participation from the Association.  The fee per 
member would be $40 in lieu of the current NSPS 
membership fee of $225 (not sure of the exact current 
fee – but it’s close).  The purpose of the program 
is to grow and enhance the profession and have 
a unified organization and voice.  In an email from 
Curt Sumner recently, he tells us that the societies 
in three states (Virginia, Tennessee, and Missouri) 
adjoining Kentucky have already joined the program, 
and Indiana and North Carolina tell us they are 
close.  This is a program that we need to consider.  
At our December KAPS Board of Director’s meeting 
a motion was voted on and unanimously passed 
supporting this NSPS “all-in” initiative.  The motion 
reads as follows: 

“Present joint membership with NSPS to the 
General Membership of KAPS with a fee scale 
of $20.00 paid by KAPS and $20.00 paid by each 
member”

The KAPS Board of Directors, “Your Leadership” 
reviewed the proposal by NSPS, and the meeting 
was attended by our NSPS Governor Craig Palmer.  
Based on a thorough review of the proposal in 
conjunction with comments from Craig regarding the 
meeting and proposal, we felt the joint membership 
would be beneficial to our KAPS members and worthy 
of a membership review, discussion and vote.  Please 
join us for the General Membership meeting Friday at 
lunch of the conference to hear more about the KAPS/
NSPS Joint Membership initiative.

This is a very busy time for Molly and she continues to 
do a great job for us in the KAPS office.  Please take 
a minute to call her, or even better yet, stop by the 
new KAPS office to meet and get to know her.

In closing, thank you for the opportunity to serve 
you. I promise to continue to serve and support he 
membership and the Board of Directors to the best of 
my ability.  Please don’t hesitate to call or contact me.

Professionally and Sincerely, 
Don Pedigo, PLS 
KAPS President
270-783-1071 (Cell)
DPedigo@SCRTC.com (Home)
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From the President-Elect’s Desk
Tom Clayborn, PLS
Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors
124 Walnut Street • Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

I am honored and excited to be the incoming 
President of the Kentucky Association of 

Professional Surveyors.  I have been a licensed 
professional surveyor in Kentucky since 2004 and 
in Alabama in since 2007.  I have worked in the 
survey business since 1984; currently employed 
by Morley and Associates, Inc in Newburgh, 
Indiana.  Married to my wife Debbie for 24 years, 
I am a father of two and a Poppy to six wonderful 
grandchildren.

I believe any president is successful only when 
surrounded by good people.  I feel very fortunate 
that we have dedicated and knowledgeable 
members serving on our board of directors.  I am 
appreciative of the time and efforts each one of 
them freely give to our organization.  Please join 
me in thanking them for their time, commitment 
and work hard.

One of my goals this year will be to grow our 
organization.  KAPS is the only organization 
in Kentucky representing land surveyors and 
the surveying profession in State politics and 
education.  Regrettably, less than 50% of the 
licensed professional land surveyors in Kentucky 
are KAPS members.  Land surveyors are the only 
professionals licensed by the state to protect the 
land rights of the citizens of the Commonwealth.  
KAPS needs a stronger membership base to 
actively participate in protecting these rights.  
Let’s all work together to grow the organization in 
numbers and influence.

Also, during the upcoming year the Board will 
present to all KAPS members a proposal for 
100% membership to the National Association 
of Professional Surveyors (NSPS).  NSPS is 
the voice for surveyors in Washington DC and a 
strong national voice is so very important for our 
profession in today’s economy.

As your new president, I appreciate your support 
and hope you will not hesitate to contact me with 
questions, comments, suggestions or concerns.  
Together we will strive to successfully resolve 
issues that our profession faces.  I look forward to 
serving each of you in the upcoming year.

Thank You

Tom Clayborn, PLS
tomc@morleyandassociates.com
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The Board Report
B. David Cox, Executive Director
Kentucky State Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors
Kentucky Engineering Center, 160 DEMOCRAT DRIVE • Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Board Members
Governor Beshear appointed Kenneth R. 

Sperry, PE, to a four year term expiring January 
1, 2017.  Mr. Sperry replaces Randall R. Russell, 
PE, whose term had expired.  Mr. Russell was not 
eligible for reappointment because he had serves 
two consecutive four year terms.  We welcome Mr. 
Sperry to the board and thank Randall for his many 
years of service to the engineering and surveying 
professions.

Governor Beshear also reappointed Beverly Smith 
as our public member to a four year term expiring 
January 1, 2017.  We are pleased to have Beverly 
continue on our board.

At the January 11, 2013 board meeting, officers 
were elected as follows for calendar year 2013:
Chair – David Atwell, PE, PLS
Vice Chair – David Sigler, PE
Secretary Treasurer – Sam Williams, PE, PLS

Chair Atwell has appointed the following committee 
chairs for calendar year 2013:
Engineering Committee – David Sigler, PE
Surveying Committee – Sam Williams, PE
Continuing Professional Development Committee – 
Richard Howerton, PLS

Engineering and Surveying Exams
The results of the October 2012 exams are below.  
The second percentage shown in each line below 
is the national average.

Fundamentals of Engineering
First Time Takers 81/108 = 75%; 69%
Repeaters 16/37 = 43%; 27%
Total 97/145 = 67%; 59%

Principles & Practice of Engineering
First Time Takers 64/93 = 69%; 67%
Repeaters 14/33 = 42%; 31%
Total 78/126 = 62%; 53%

Fundamentals of Surveying
First Time Takers 6/7 = 86%; 70%
Repeaters 2/5 = 40%; 43%
Total 8/12 = 67%; 61%

Principles & Practice of Surveying
First Time Takers 7/10= 70%; 64%
Repeaters 5/7 = 71%; 30%
Total 12/17 = 71%; 50%

Enforcement Statistics 2012
Open Cases as of January 1, 2012             96
*Cases Opened             100
**Cases Completed              113
Open Cases as of December 31, 2012             83

*69 engineering 31 surveying
**Closed with no disciplinary action                     35%
Admonishments, warnings           25%
Other (fines, probation, etc.)          18%
Licenses inactive/retired (CPD issues)         17%
Suspensions               3%
Revocations                2%

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS SUMMARY
For The Period:  06 October 2012 – 11 January 
2013

SCOTTY JOHNSON, LSIT
In February 2012, the Board of Licensure received 
several complaints alleging that Scotty Johnson, 
LSIT was operating J&J Land Surveys, Inc. 
without a valid business entity permit and without a 
licensed land surveyor in responsible charge.  An 
investigation confirmed the allegations.  The matter 
was subsequently resolved through an Agreed 
Injunction wherein Mr. Johnson is enjoined from 
further practice of professional land surveying, 
either individually or through a business entity, 
unless and until he becomes licensed by the 
Board.  No penalty was assessed for the current 
violations; however the Agreed Injunction calls for a 
fine of $1000 and ten (10) days in jail for any future 
violation.  The Agreed Injunction was entered in the 
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Franklin Circuit Court on November 20, 2012.

RICHARD HIATT, PE
Pursuant to 201 KAR 18:196, Mr. Richard Hiatt, 
PE, of Cincinnati, Ohio was subject to an automatic 
audit of his Continuing Professional Development 
credits due to late renewal of his professional 
engineering license.  The matter was referred 
to the Board’s enforcement staff after Mr. Hiatt 
failed to respond to numerous audit notices.  
After numerous unsuccessful attempts by the 
enforcement staff to contact Mr. Hiatt, the Board 
filed formal disciplinary charges in accordance 
with KRS 322 and KRS 13B, charging him with 
violating 201 KAR 18:196 Section 9 (3).  Mr. 
Hiatt did not answer the charges and did not 
participate in the disciplinary hearing process.  
Upon recommendation of the hearing officer, the 
Board issued a Final Order revoking Mr. Hiatt’s 
professional engineering license effective January 
11, 2013.

KAPUR & ASSOCIATES, Inc.
Kapur & Associates, Inc. of Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
was disciplined for offering engineering services 
in Kentucky without a business entity permit, in 
violation of KRS 322.060.  The case was settled by 
a Consent Decree wherein the firm acknowledged 
the violation and agreed to pay a $1000 fine 
and file for a business entity permit.  The Board 
accepted the Consent Decree on January 11, 
2013.

JAYME MALONE, PLS
In June 2011 the Board of Licensure learned that 
Mr. Jayme Malone, PLS of Lincoln, Nebraska 
had surrendered his Oklahoma professional land 
surveying license in settlement of a disciplinary 
action.  An investigation determined that the 
circumstances of the Oklahoma action were 
sufficient to warrant reciprocal disciplinary 
action in the state of Kentucky pursuant to 
KRS 322.180 Section 11.  Additionally, the 
investigation determined that Mr. Malone had 
failed to disclose the Oklahoma action when 
he renewed his Kentucky license.  The case 
was settled by a Consent Decree wherein Mr. 
Malone acknowledged the violations, and agreed 
to the following sanctions:  (1) Suspension 
of his surveying license for 90 days, (2) an 
administrative fine of $2000, (3) must complete 
a college level course in professional ethics, (4) 

Probation of his surveying license with quarterly 
review of his surveying projects for two years 
following completion of the period of suspension.  
The Board accepted the Consent Decree on 
January 11, 2013.

DOYLE HARDIN, PLS
In July 2011, in settlement of a disciplinary action 
against him, Mr. Doyle Hardin agreed to probation 
of his land surveying license for a period of two 
years, with quarterly review of his land surveying 
projects by an independent reviewer.  Quarterly 
reviews of Mr. Hardin’s work revealed numerous 
violations of the surveying Standards of Practice, 
201 KAR 18:150.  Despite numerous requests by 
the Board, Mr. Hardin failed to make adequate 
adjustments to his practice and continued 
to commit many of the same Standards of 
Practice violations.  Based on the reviews, it was 
determined that additional disciplinary action was 
warranted.  The matter was settled by a Consent 
Decree wherein Mr. Hardin acknowledged the 
violations, and agreed to the following sanctions:  
(1) Suspension of his surveying license for six 
months, (2) an administrative fine of $2000, (3) 
must retake and pass the 2-hour Kentucky state 
specific surveying exam, (4) must complete a 
college level course in professional ethics, (5) 
must attend Standards of Practice seminars semi-
annually through the end of the probation period, 
(6) Probation of his surveying license with quarterly 
review of his surveying projects for two years 
following completion of the period of suspension.  
The Board accepted the Consent Decree on 
January 11, 2013.
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April 3-6   NCEES Southern Zone  Biloxi MS
April 12   PE, PS Exams    Louisville KY
April 13   FE, FS Exams    Louisville KY
April 19   Board Meeting    Frankfort KY
July 19   Board Meeting    Frankfort KY
August 16  Board Meeting    Frankfort KY
August 22-25  NCEES Annual Meeting  San Antonio TX
October 11  Board Meeting    Frankfort KY
October 25  PE, PS Exams    Louisville KY
October 26  FE, FS Exams    Louisville KY

2013 Calendar of Events

2013 Board of Directors
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Vice Chair
400 E. Vine St. #300 
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(859) 233-2100
sigler@entran.us
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Secretary
1555 Old Frankfort Pike 
Lexington, KY 40504 
(859) 425-2810
swilliam@lexingtonky.gov

Richard Howerton, PLS 
Board Member 
404A Main St. 
Greenup, KY 41144 
(606) 473-5684
richard.howerton.sr@howerton-
eng.com

Neville Pinto, PhD
Board Member
J.B. Speed School of Engineer-
ing, Univerity of Louisville
Louisville, KY 40292
(502) 852-6281
ngpint1@gwise.louisville.edu

Ben Quinn, PE, PLS 
Board Member 
65 Aberdeen Dr. 
Glasgow, KY 42141 
(270) 651-7220 
bquinn@aei.cc

James Riney, PE, PS 
Board Member 
416 W. Third St. 
Owensboro, KY 42301 
(270) 929-5685 
jrriney@bellsouth.net

Mike Ritchie, PE, PLS 
Board Member 
523 Wellington Way 
Lexington KY 40503 
(859) 321-3804 
mritchie@photoscience.com

Beverly Smith, 
Board Member 
1600 Man O’ War Blvd. 
Lexington, KY 40513 
beverly.smith@insightbb.com  

Kenneth Sperry, PE, PLS
Board Member
3 HMB Circle
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 695 9800
ksperry@hmbpe.com

John Walz, PhD
Board Member
353 Ralph G. Anderson Bldg.
Lexington, KY 40506
(859) 257-1687
john.walz@uky.edu
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Dear Colleagues: 

 

I am privileged and honored to have been given the opportunity to serve you as the 2012 President. Please accept 

this letter as my personal invitation to you: join us for the Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors (KAPS) 

2013 Annual Conference. The Marriott Louisville Downtown, Louisville, Kentucky will host the conference. 

Technical Sessions will commence on Thursday February 21st, 2013 and conclude on Saturday February 23rd, 

2013. 

 

Networking is a tremendous benefit of being a member of the association. The conference affords the chance to 

network with other professionals, technicians, business owners and future team members across the 

Commonwealth. KAPS sponsored continuing professional development seminars in the fall and at the conference 

are up to date and reliable. We work closely with the Board of Licensure developing rules and regulations 

affecting the professional and the public. With the experienced help of our lobbyist, we introduce legislation 

beneficial to our profession and keep a watchful eye on legislation affecting the profession and professional. As a 

member, the support of the entire membership is at your fingertips. More importantly, as a KAPS member, you 

have the ability to stay informed and be involved. If you are not a member, please consider becoming one. 

 

The surveying profession continues to evolve. Join us at the conference to learn about the Kentucky Standards of 

        
second to none. The secured conference instructors are experienced and knowledgeable—you won’t be 

disappointed. 

 

The technical sessions and equipment demonstrations at the conference benefit both the non-licensed as well as 

the licensee, so don’t miss this great opportunity to include your non-licensed professionals. The knowledge they 

leave the conference with will strengthen your business and the survey profession. 

 

For you non-members, please check the registration form where you will find an option to become a member of 

KAPS within the registration fee. It would be my pleasure to shake your hand and welcome you to our association.  

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or if I can assist you in any way. I look forward to 

seeing you in February—we are “Enriching the Profession” Travel safe. 

 

Professionally, 

 

 

 

 

Don Pedigo, PLS, KAPS President 


Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors 

124 Walnut Street 

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
 

Email: mforrest@kaps1.com 
















































































































  


4:00 - 7:00 P.M.          Registration Opens 

6:00 P.M.           2012 KAPS Board of Directors Meeting. 


7:00 A.M.  Registration  

7:00 A.M.  *EXHIBITS OPEN* 

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. Technical Sessions 

12:00 P.M. - 1:00 P.M. Luncheon & Installation of Officers 

1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.  Technical Sessions 

5:00 P.M. -  6:30 P.M. Exhibitors Reception & Door prizes 

6:30 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.  2013 KAPS Board of Directors Meeting 

6:30 P.M. -  ???  Hospitality Suite 

DINNER ON YOUR OWN 


7:00 A.M.  Past-President’s Breakfast 

8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. Technical Sessions  

including PS & FS Exam Review 

12:00 P.M. - 1:00 P.M. Lunch Included 


7:00 A.M.  Registration  

7:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. *EXHIBITS OPEN* 

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. Technical Sessions 

12:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M. Luncheon & General Membership Meeting 

2:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. Technical Sessions 

6:30 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. Photo Sessions 

7:00 P.M. - 9:30 P.M. Awards Banquet 

9:30 P.M. - ???  Hospitality Suite

280 West Jefferson 

Louisville, KY 40202  

 

Reserve your room today 

by calling 502.671.4266 

 

*Call before January 22 

& mention KAPS to  

receive a discount rate. 

 

Register online at  

http://www.kaps1.com 

 

Scan here: 
 

 




8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

Surprising Technology Available at Minimal Cost  
-10-- Dr. Frank Willis, PhD, PE, PLS 


8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

Kentucky 811 
-10-- Timothy Vaughn 


8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M.

Kentucky / Tennessee State Line Boundary 
-10-- Bob Fentress, PLS 


10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

Building an Effective Website 
-10-- Andrew Dodson 


1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Un-manned Aerial Vehicle & Close-Range Photogrammetry 
-10-- Dr. Frank Willis, PhD, PE, PLS 


1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Wilderness First Aid 
-10-- Douglas Wagoner 


1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Getting to Know Machine Control 
-08-- Glenn Etienne 


8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

Least Squares Adjustment Demystified 
-10-- Bruce Carlson & Dean Goodman 


8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

Un-manned Aerial Vehicle & Close-Range Photogrammetry 
-10-- Dr. Frank Willis, PhD, PE, PLS 


8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. 

Building an Effective Website 
-10-- Andrew Dodson 


10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

The County Surveyor in Kentucky 
 -10- 


2:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. 

3-D Mapping: Past, Present, and Future 
-10-- Mark Meade 


2:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. 

Kentucky 811 
-10-- Timothy Vaughn 


2:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

Using the Case Law Reference Book 
-01-- Bud Salyer 


4:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. 

Licensure Board Panel Discussion 
-01- 


8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

KRS.322 / MTS / Code of Conduct 
-08-- Marco Rajkovich, Esq., PE, PLS  


1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. 

Ethical Considerations in Underground Mine Mapping 

-08-- Marco Rajkovich, Esq., PE, PLS  


8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

PS (LS) Exam Review 
Presenter - Carol L. Morman, PE, PS 


8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

FS (LSIT) Exam Review 
Presenter - Carol L. Morman, PE, PS 
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Fellow KAPS  members,      

The following in an excerpt from a letter sent to the 
membership of the Virginia Association of Surveyor 
from a good friend of our NSPS Governor Craig Palmer, 
PLS, David Holland PLS, NSPS Governor of Virginia, 
Reprinted with permission.

 The National Society of Professional Surveyors met in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, on May 5, 2012.  This was 
an important and possibly monumental meeting.  I am 
pleased to announce NSPS has completed the merger 
with ACSM.  While this merger period was an uncertain 
time for our members, we do believe that the new and 
improved NSPS will better serve and represent all of 
the various disciplines working within the surveying 
related fields.

NSPS is looking forward to our continued service in 
all aspects of the surveying profession, and to do this 
we need to grow in our membership and represent all 
of our practicing body.  The only way we can enhance 
our collective voice and keep our national influence 
at the forefront of those seeking, or those looking to 
destroy, our services is to present a strong, united, 
and educated society of professional surveyors not 
willing to step aside for any reason.  In order for the 
surveying profession across the nation to not only 
maintain, but enhance our national influence, the 
first step is to collect our membership into a single 
unified organization that is represented by, as near as 
possible, 100% of the surveying profession.

To step outside the entrenched ways of the past, that 

we are an army of one member at a time, the NSPS 
has developed a strategy to bring our individual state 
memberships together.  NSPS is now offering to the 
state organizations that come on board with 100% of 
its voting membership, to simultaneously become a 
member of NSPS at a huge savings to its members.  
This concept reduces the cost of a single membership 
in NSPS from $225 down to only $40 and enlarges 
the NSPS voice at the same time.  The land surveyors 
across the nation need a national voice to protect and 
fight legislation that could cause irreparable damage 
to our livelihoods.  We can no longer assume our 
government will do the right thing for its citizens.  
One gigantic example of what NSPS has done for not 
only the surveying profession, but just about all users 
of GPS positioning technology, is the recent issue 
with the FCC license for Light Squared.  If NSPS 
and other coalition members had not been there to 
cover our backs and evaluate how this product was 
going to be employed and the consequences of that 
deployment, we would all be throwing out our existing 
GPS receivers and waiting for someone else to develop 
something that would work around the Light Squared 
network.  And we all know that work around would be 
even more expensive than what we already have.

We believe this program will help unify and strengthen 
every state surveying association throughout the 
United States in order to preserve, protect, and expand 
our survey profession into the future and leave a legacy 
for those who follow in our footsteps.  In 1776 a group 
of Virginia surveyors along with other colleagues 
got together and decided to unify and strengthen 
the loosely affiliated Colonial States and were very 

KAPS/NSPS JOINT MEMBERSHIP
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successful in their endeavors.  We now call that 
successful program, The United States of America.  
We believe it’s time for surveyors and colleagues to 
get together again, and get positive, and make a stand 
for the surveying profession.  We certainly hope you 
all agree, because to quote Benjamin
Franklin, “We must all hang together, or assuredly we 
shall all hang separately”.  

We couldn’t have said it any better. Space doesn’t allow 
us to express all that NSPS has to offer. But, the joint 
membership with NSPS comes with many benefits and 
programs, a sampling of those benefits and programs 
are:

	“National” legislative involvement,
	The Certified Survey Technician Program,
	Trig-Star Program,
	NCEES Exam Preparation,
	Insurance Program (E&O Insurance 

Discounts),
	Scholarships,

Please visit www.nsps.us.com to view a complete list 
of the programs and benefits and to see what else NSPS 
is doing for the surveying profession.

At our December KAPS Board of Director’s meeting 
a motion was voted on and unanimously passed 
supporting this NSPS “all-in” initiative.  The motion 
reads as follows: 

“Present joint membership with NSPS to the General 
Membership of KAPS with a fee scale of $20.00 paid 
by KAPS and $20.00 paid by each member”

The KAPS Board of Director’s, “Your Leadership” 
reviewed the proposal by NSPS, and the meeting was 
attended by our NSPS Governor Craig Palmer. Based 
on a thorough review of the proposal in conjunction 
with comments from Craig regarding the meeting 
and proposal, we felt the joint membership would 
be beneficial to our KAPS members and worthy 
of a membership review, discussion and vote.  To 
summarize, we think a joint KAPS/NSPS membership 
would:

	Allow all surveyors including KAPS members 
to participate in NSPS benefits and programs at 
a modest cost.

	Provide KAPS members to unify with NSPS and 
other Surveying Associations throughout the 
United States. 

	Strengthen the Survey Profession within the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky.

	Strengthen the Survey Profession’s National 
Voice. 

	Create an avenue for our Association to be in 
an advisory role (Board of Governors) and to 
possibly have a voting role on the Board of 
Directors.

If this initiative is passed in February at the General 
Membership meeting, KAPS will incorporate 
membership in NSPS as part of KAPS membership.  
However, the KAPS dues increase will only be $20 
per regular member, as the Board has decided to front 
the other $20 per member. To date, 11 states have 
full membership approval and an additional 8 states 
(including Kentucky) have Board approval awaiting 
membership vote. 

As always the entire membership of KAPS is welcome 
and encouraged to attend any meeting of the Board of 
Directors.  Any of you that have not had the opportunity 
to see and discuss this proposal,  please feel free to 
e-mail your questions and concerns to either Don or 
Craig.

Professionally,

Craig Palmer PLS
NSPS Governor – Kentucky   
Winchester, Kentucky
Office: 804.744.1218     
Office: 800.866.3029 
E-mail: cpalmer@palmernet.com  

Don Pedigo, PLS
President
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
E-mail: dpedigo@aei.cc

Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors
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PRECISION
PRODUCTS

Features
•	 Smallest	and	lightest	receiver	in	its	class
•	 Cutting	edge	Trimble	HD-GNSS	processing	engine
•	 Automatic	point	measurement	and	traceable	tilt	values
•	 Electronic	bubble	so	you	can	focus	in	one	place
•	 Trimble	xFill™	technology	provides	RTK	coverage	during	
connection	outages

•	 Powerful	440	channel	solution	with	Trimble	360		
technology	advanced		satellite	tracking

•	 Pair	with	Trimble	Access	and	the	TSC3	controller	for	
the	most	powerful	solution	on	the	market

Trimble® R10 GNSS Receiver

Advanced Equipment = More Productivity = Greater Profits

Don’t	forget	to	visit	us	at	the	
2013	KAPS	Annual	Conference!	
Stop	by	the	booth	and	mention	
this	ad	for	a	complimentary	item.	

KAPS Conference
February 21st-23rd
Marriot	Louisville	Downtown	

Louisville,	KY

Louisville 502-459-1900
Lexington 859-225-3477
www.yourprecision.com
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Board of Directors
Saturday, September 15, 2012
Kentucky Engineering Center - Frankfort, KY

CALL TO ORDER
Don Pedigo, KAPS 2012 President, called the 

September 15, 2012 KAPS Board of Directors 
Meeting to order.

PROXY VOTES: 
The following proxies were turned in:

•	 Dempsey Miracle, PLS to John Schneider, 
PLS (09.05.12)

•	 Ted Niemann, PE, PLS to William Jones, 
PLS (09.07.12)

•	 David Dummer, PLS to Bob Fentress, PLS 
(09.14.12 via email)

Tom Bushelman moved to accept these proxies.  
Doug Comer seconded.  Bob Fentress amended 
the motion to only accept Mr. Miracle’s and Mr. 
Niemann’s proxies as Mr. Dummer’s request was 
not submitted before the deadline nor was it in 
the proper format.  Mr. Bushelman and Mr. Comer 
accepted this amendment.  Motion carried.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Don Pedigo – 2012 
KAPS President; Thomas Clayborn – President 
Elect;  James Mayo – Vice President of External 
Affairs; John Schneider – Vice President of 
Internal Affairs; Brian Cox – Past President; Bill 
Jones – Secretary/Director; Bob Westermeyer – 
KSPE Liaison; Tom Bushelman – Director; Thad 
Lucas – Director; Doug Comer – Director; Bob 
Fentress –  Director; Michael Ladnier – Audubon 
Chapter Chair; Shaun Foley – Barren River 
Chapter Chair; Kevin Phillips – Bluegrass Capital 
Chapter Chair; Johnny Justice – Highlands 
Chapter Chair; Tim Ryan – Northern Kentucky 
Chapter Chair; Jonathan Payne – Jackson 
Purchase Chapter Chair

STAFF PRESENT:  Molly Forrest – Administrative 
Assistant

MEMBERS ABSENT:  David Dummer – 
Treasurer/Director; Craig Palmer – NSPS 
Governor; Chris Gephart – Kentucky Board of 
Licensure Liaison; Ted Niemann – GIAC Liaison; 

Steve Lilly – KAMP Liaison; Tim Chilton – Falls 
of the Ohio Chapter Chair; Robert Miller – Green 
River Chapter Chair; Mike Ruggles – Northeast 
Chapter Chair; Dempsey Miracle – Southeast 
Chapter Chair

PRESIDENTS WELCOME
President Pedigo welcomed everyone to the 
meeting. No guests were present.

ADDITIONS OR REVISIONS TO THE AGENDA
Bob Fentress wished to discuss a municipal 
boundaries issue Kandie Adkinson had discussed 
with him.  President Pedigo added this agenda 
item to New Business.

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES
The minutes of the June 22, 2012 Board Meeting 
were reviewed.  John Schneider made a motion 
to approve the minutes.  Bill Jones seconded.  
Motion carried.

KAPS OFFICER REPORTS
President’s Report – President Pedigo asked 
everyone to read over his report.  He reported 
he spoke with former KAPS Executive Secretary, 
Betty Gray, and she is doing well although her 
husband, Everett, has been diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease.  President Pedigo also 
expressed his appreciation for the KAPS office 
moving crew from the Bluegrass-Capital Chapter.  
He also thanked anyone that had a part in making 
the Golf Outing and Picnic a success.  He further 
encouraged everyone to support the fall seminars 
as well as the conference in February 2013.

President Elect’s Report – written report 
submitted.  President Elect Tom Clayborn 
reminded everyone he was in the process of 
looking for candidates for KAPS officer positions 
for 2013.

Treasurer’s Report – written report submitted.  
Bob Fentress mentioned an issue on the Balance 
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Sheet that has not been addressed:  there are 
additional funds that should have gone into the 
4-year Scholarship Fund.  The assets should be 
the same but allocation needs to be addressed.  
President Pedigo is planning to have a meeting 
with the accountant before the next Board Meeting 
to straighten out said issue(s).
Brian Cox made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s 
Report.  Bob Fentress seconded.  Motion carried.

Administrative Assistant’s Report – written 
report submitted.  Molly Forrest also thanked the 
office moving team.  She reported that the new 
copier has already improved office efficiency.  The 
old copier is still available to anyone interested 
in purchasing it.  Mrs. Forrest also encouraged 
everyone to “like” the KAPS Facebook page and 
invite their colleagues to do the same.  Work is 
continuing on the fall seminars.  Only one proctor 
is needed.  The Conference Committee has been 
hard at work on plans for the February conference.

OLD BUSINESS
Plat Law Legislation – President Pedigo stated 
there was nothing new to report.

Statute of Limitations Legislation – President 
Pedigo reported the issue was in limbo until the 
next legislative session.  Bob Fentress mentioned 
moving forward once the chair of the Judiciary 
Committee is in place and a Senate sponsor is 
secured.

Membership Clarifications – Article III Section 
2(b), Article IV Section 1(b) – Tom Bushelman 
reviewed the proposed changes (in italics):

•	 The Fellow Member classification would 
be done away with.  Currently, there are no 
Fellow Members on the roster.

Bob Westermeyer mentioned he 
remembered a chapter granting Fellow 
Memberships to several long-time KAPS 
members.  The Board of Directors approved 
those memberships at that time.  Mr. 
Bushelman suggested perhaps their 
classification had been changed during the 
renewal process. 

•	 Lifetime Full Member status would be 

granted with payment equal to 15 years 
of the current full member dues rate 
($2,625.00).

Bob Westermeyer wondered if members 
of KAPS would be interested in this 
classification.  Doug Comer thought 
changing the cost to $1,000.00 may 
increase interest.  President Pedigo 
cautioned how such a change would affect 
the budget in the long-run.  Jon Payne 
suggested possibly giving a discount for 
buying several years membership at one 
time.  Bob Fentress suggested increasing 
the number of years from 15 to 20.  
President Pedigo tabled the discussion on 
Lifetime Membership to enable everyone to 
have time to consider the option.

•	 Honorary Life Membership would be 
available if the member is nominated by 
his or her chapter to honor those surveyors 
making a significant contribution to the 
profession.

John Schneider suggested changing the 
proposed language to read “…surveyors 
making a significant contribution to the 
association and profession.”  Bob 
Westermeyer suggested changing 
“nominated by his or her chapter” to 
“nominated by a chapter.”

•	 Compatriot Membership would be done 
away with.

•	 Corporate Members may be listed on the 
KAPS website within their appropriate 
chapter area within the “Surveyor Search” 
function along with appropriate contact 
information as well as the chapter specific 
brochures.  Additionally, Corporate 
Members may enroll up to five full-time 
employees as KAPS members under the 
appropriate category at a 20% discount 
from the full price.

Bob Fentress suggested the opening 
sentence regarding listing Corporate 
Members on the website should be 
changed from the By-laws to the Policy 
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Manual.  Currently, Corporate Members 
receive a free business-card size ad in 
The Interior Angle.  It was suggested that 
could increase to a ¼ page ad as well as ad 
space on the KAPS website.

•	 Affiliate Membership to be granted upon 
the recommendation by the appropriate 
chapter.

Bob Westermeyer suggested combining 
Affiliate Membership with Associate 
Membership.  The language on Associate 
Membership would need to be revised.  
Sustaining Membership also needs to be 
combined into Associate Membership.

•	 The Membership Roster will be maintained 
and available to the public on the KAPS 
website.

It was suggested to delete “to the public on 
the KAPS website.”

Jon Payne suggested adding a classification for 
retired surveyors at a reduced price.  Following 
favorable discussion, President Pedigo asked 
Mr. Bushelman to prepare language for a retired 
classification as well as make the other changes 
discussed and have them ready for review at the 
December 8, 2012 Board of Directors meeting.  
Once approved by the Board, the General 
Membership will need to approve them in February 
2013.

NEW BUSINESS
Next KAPS Board Meeting – The next KAPS 
Board Meeting will be held Saturday, December 
8, 2012, 10:00 a.m. est at the Marriott Louisville 
Downtown, 280 West Jefferson Street, Louisville, 
KY 40202.

201 KAR 18:192 Continuing Professional 
Development Revisions – President Pedigo 
directed everyone’s attention to the CPD 
Committee’s proposed changes included in the 
board packet.  Changes include:

•	 Section 5 – Submittal of information for Pre-
Approval of seminars will be changed from 
60 days prior to the date of the seminar to 

45 days prior to the next scheduled CPD 
Committee meeting.

•	 Section 3 – in lieu of 8 hours per calendar 
year, the section is being revised to 16 
hours per reporting period which is 2 years.

The military examination fees are also being 
adjusted and President Pedigo has that language 
if anyone wants to see it.  Regulations will go into 
effect in November or December at the earliest.

Kentucky Height Modernization in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky – President 
Pedigo shared an email he received from Joe 
Mullins, PLS, Survey Manager, Hamilton County 
(IN) Surveyor’s Office.  Mr. Mullins is moving to 
Kentucky and would like to get involved in Height 
Modernization in Kentucky.  This email was 
supplied for informational purposes.

National Museum of Surveying – The National 
Museum of Surveying has contacted KAPS asking 
for a donation.  KAPS has donated in the past.  
Doug Comer made a motion to donate $500.00.  
Brian Cox seconded.  Bob Fentress amended the 
motion to $500.00 each year for three (3) years.  
The amendment was accepted by Mr. Comer and 
Mr. Cox.  Motion carried.

KAMP / GIS Conference – The KAMP / GIS 
conference will be held September 26-28, 2012 
at the Marriott Louisville Downtown.  KAPS will be 
exhibiting at the conference.  Bill Jones will look 
into getting a volunteer to set up the booth.  Tom 
Clayborn plans to attend and take care of the 
booth on Wednesday of the conference; President 
Pedigo on Thursday; Doug Comer and / or Bob 
Fentress may be able to handle the booth on 
Friday.  John Schneider also plans to attend and 
can help out as needed.

Municipal Boundaries – Bob Fentress has 
spoken with Kandie Adkinson regarding various 
Municipal Boundary issues.  She would like for Mr. 
Fentress to be a co-author of an article regarding 
those issues.  Mr. Fentress wanted to get the 
KAPS Board approval to be a part of the article.  
Bob Westermeyer made a motion for Mr. Fentress 
to co-author the Municipal Boundaries article.  
James Mayo seconded.  The motion carried.
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EX-OFFICIO DIRECTORS REPORTS
KY State Board of Licensure Liaison – no 
report; next meeting October 5, 2012

Professional Development Chair – President 
Pedigo directed everyone’s attention to the 
2012 Fall Seminar Schedule included in the 
board packet.  He further encouraged the board 
members to get the word out about the seminars.

CHAPTER REPORTS
Audubon – no written report; Michael Ladnier 
reported their chapter is working on details for their 
fall seminar.  Additionally, Dr. Ron Gallagher will be 
speaking at an upcoming chapter meeting.

Bluegrass-Capital – no written report; Kevin 
Phillips reported that Representative Terry Mills’ 
(KAPS supporter) young granddaughter had 
passed away in a tragic accident.  Brian Cox 
made a motion for KAPS to donate $100.00 
to an appropriate memorial fund / charity in 
Representative Mills’ granddaughter’s name.  Bob 
Fentress seconded.  Motion carried.

Falls of the Ohio – no written report; Bill Jones 
reported 9 attended the last chapter meeting.  
Doug Comer requested the addresses for the 
new PLS / LSIT recipients so the chapters 
can correspond with them.  KAPS leadership 
presenting new PLS / LSIT recipients with their 
certificates was discussed.  Bob Fentress will 
attend the next Board of Licensure meeting 
and will ask for KAPS to be able to present said 
certificates.  Johnny Justice also suggested 
presenting a 25 year pin to those achieving such a 
goal.

Highlands – no written report; Johnny Justice 
reported their chapter meets the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month.  The last meeting was a good one.

Northern Kentucky – no written report. Tim Ryan 
reported the TSAB Golf Outing was a success 
raising $3,000. The Northern Kentucky Chapter 
meets the 2nd Monday of the month.

Purchase – written report submitted.  Jonathan 
Payne reported their chapter is preparing for their 
upcoming seminar.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Annual Conference – President Pedigo 
mentioned the Conference Committee (Don 
Pedigo, Tom Clayborn, Bob Fentress, Bill Jones, 
James Mayo, Kevin Phillips, John Schneider, and 
Joe Scannell) would meet immediately following 
the board meeting. 

Annual Golf Outing and Picnic – President 
Pedigo directed everyone’s attention to the 2012 
Golf Income Summary report in their board 
packet.  The golf money available for KAPS 
and scholarships totaled $8,178.34.  The picnic, 
however, took a loss of -$177.79.  Allocations 
after expenses to be given to the scholarship fund 
totaled $8,000.55.  President Pedigo thanked 
everyone who participated. 

The 2013 Golf Outing / Picnic may be held at the 
Marriott Griffin Gate in Lexington.

Boy Scouts – Bob Westermeyer moved to take 
the Boy Scouts off the KAPS Committee list.  Brian 
Cox seconded. Motion carried.

By-Laws – Tom Bushelman reported, upon review, 
proxies can count toward a meeting quorum.

Publications / Newsletter – no written report; 
Doug Comer reported the next issue of The 
Interior Angle should be coming out later this 
month.  Article submissions are welcome.

Scholarship – written report submitted.  The 
scholarship application has been posted to the 
KAPS website and mailings have been made 
to various colleges in Kentucky, Ohio, and 
Tennessee.

ADJOURNMENT
Bob Westermeyer made a motion to adjourn.  
Brian Cox seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by

Molly M. Forrest for Bill Jones, PLS, Secretary

Edited for content by Doug Comer, Editor.
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Decisive Action
Andrew C. Kellie, PLS
Department of Industrial & Engineering Technology
Murray State University, Murray KY 42071, akellie@murraystate.edu

It was later than usual when I got to the office.  
The planning board had met the night before, and 
I had had to represent two clients.  By the time the 
meeting was done, so was I.  As I walked to the 
office, I secretly congratulated myself on having 
given both field crews their assignments the 
previous evening.  With everyone in the field and 
productive, I could take care of a fussy description 
of land that was pending.  It was pending because 
it was fussy and I had been putting it off, but with 
some coffee and gentle handling I could get that 
off my plate.  By then it would be noon, and after 
lunch the rest of the day would take care of itself.  
Finally, I seemed to be getting this supervision 
thing right!

Or not.  I was in the middle of the description 
when Ted called.  Ted’s crew was running a 
section of leveling for a drainage project.  A 
classical leveling project is rare in our practice, but 
the job was in a very flat area, the grades on the 
pipes were nearly flat, and I strongly suspected 
that if the flat pipes didn’t drain the flat area there 
would a flat-out hunt for a perpetrator.  Hunting 
would probably start at the survey office, so I told 
Ted to be sure his work was tight.
Ted had begun from BM21, leveled west through 
a series of TBM’s that would control construction, 
and closed on BM22.  He had pegged the 
level and then run the section using three wire 
methods, per company policy.  Now he was at 
BM22 and had missed the elevation there by 1.27 
feet.  I was a bit upset.  It had been a late night, I 
was dealing with a fussy description, and now two 
otherwise competent employees couldn’t close a 
section of leveling.

Since I’m the surveyor, I told Ted his difference 
was too large to be an error.  He had made a 
mistake, and when one makes a mistake in 
surveying, it is necessary to find it and correct it 
because we are only paid for good work.  I told 

Ted to run the section back to BM21.  Turn on all 
the same points along the way.  Find the TBM 
with the same elevation backwards and forwards.  
That’s where the mistake is.  Obviously, decisive 
action was needed.  I hoped I hadn’t been too 
decisive with Ted, but sometimes it is necessary 
to be decisive if work is to be done correctly and 
surveyors paid accordingly.

Sam called next.  Sam and her crew were 
retracing a 100 acre parcel that was under option 
to an established client.  The retracement was 
intended to show whether there were any survey 
problems precluding subdivision of the property.  
We had not worked in the area involved before, 
and the tract actually was in another county.  
The land had been obtained by patent from the 
Commonwealth in 1852 by the current owner’s 
predecessors in title.  It had come down to the 
current owner as heirship property.  Nothing had 
been sold.  The last survey had been for the 
patent.  The written description was the same as 
the patent except that for minor scrivener’s errors.  
The family had farmed the south half of the land 
until the 1930’s; the north half had been kept in 
timber.

Sam was having a problem on the north line.  The 
northwest and northeast corners were described 
as “Spanish” oaks.  Several other “Spanish” 
oaks were called for on the north line, marked 
with three hacks, “fore and aft”.  Sam had found 
no hacked oaks, Spanish or otherwise.  I was a 
bit upset.  It had been a late night, I was dealing 
with a fussy description, and now two otherwise 
competent employees couldn’t find trees in 
the woods.  The south one-half of the east line 
was marked by the remains of a wire fence and 
occasional line trees.  There also were line trees—
marked with three hacks “fore and aft”—along the 
west line.
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Since I’m the surveyor, I told Sam that if there 
was boundary evidence on the east and west 
lines, there must be some on the north, especially 
since the land always had been in timber.  Look 
again and find it.  Obviously, decisive action was 
needed.  I hoped I hadn’t been too decisive with 
Sam, but sometimes it is necessary to be decisive 
if work is to be done correctly and surveyors paid 
accordingly.

While Sam was on the phone, Ted called.  I told 
him to chill while I talked to Sam.  When I finally 
called him back, he reported good news.  He had 
closed the level loop on BM21 with only 0.01 feet 
of error.  I was delighted.  I inquired about the 
location of the mistake.  Ted said there wasn’t 
any; every TBM had had the same elevation.  
My delight evaporated.  If Ted had closed on his 
beginning elevation at BM21, the mistake was not 
in his leveling.  It was in one of the benchmarks.  
If so, we had a 50% chance of having the correct 
elevation on each of the TBM’s Ted had set.

Since I’m the surveyor, I was expected to figure 
it out.  I told Ted what I should have the first 
time. Begin at BM22.  Level west and close on 
BM23.  That would check the benchmarks and 
the leveling. Ted said he had begun that already; 
he had gotten tired of “chilling” while I was talking 
to Sam. Obviously, decisive action was needed, 
and I was fortunate to have a crew chief who was 
following my example and taking that action. 

The fussy description almost was done when 
Sam called again.  She said she had found 
some boundary evidence.  I was delighted.  I 
inquired what kind of line trees she had found.  
Sam said   she hadn’t.  In fact, there weren’t any 
large trees at all along the north line, and all the 
timber seemed to be second growth. My delight 
evaporated.  Instead of trees, Sam had found two 
stone posts about a mile apart. Neither appeared 
to be on the client, but perhaps the posts were on 
extensions of the client’s line.

Since I’m the surveyor, I was expected to figure it 
out.  I told Sam to tie the stone posts to the rest 
of our work.  Sam said she had done that already 
because there wasn’t anything else to locate 
anyway.  Obviously, decisive action was needed, 
and I was fortunate to have a crew chief who was 

following my example and taking that action. 

Still, I was perplexed.  The client’s deed 
mentioned no posts.  Deeds to the adjoining 
owners all bounded by adjoiner.  At this point we 
had two stone posts about a mile apart, second 
growth timber, no line trees on the north but line 
trees on both the east and west, and the trees at 
the northeast and northwest corners that were 
missing.  My next decisive action was to visit the 
courthouse in the neighboring county.  It seemed 
to me that under the tables for the deed books 
there were some rolled-up maps.

The clerks at the courthouse got a certain amount 
of entertainment watching me crawl under the 
table to retrieve the plans.  There were three big 
bundles.  Two were TVA drawings from the 1930’s.  
The third was a set of 1918 railroad valuation 
plans for the Kentucky and Western Railroad, a 
short line railroad that failed to survive the Great 
Depression.  Sure enough, the south line of the 
K&W right of way was the north line of our client.  
The two stone posts Sam had found appeared to 
be mile markers set on the south right of way line, 
and there were ties to all of the property lines—
including my client—abutting the railroad.

When the K&W had been in operation, 
locomotives burned coal.  Coal burning 
locomotives discharged hot cinders.  Hot cinders 
started fires.  The fires burned timber along the 
railroad right of way, including line trees marked 
with three hacks “fore and aft”.  So why hadn’t 
I found this during deed research?  As far as 
the record goes, if there is no taking, there is no 
outsale, and the railroad never purchased from 
my client.  If the reason for a servitude ceases, the 
servitude ceases, and the adjoiners didn’t bound 
by a defunct railroad.

So in the end, I was right after all.  The afternoon 
did take care of itself.  I was kept busy at the 
courthouse.  Ted closed the leveling and showed 
that BM22 had been disturbed.  Sam located the 
two mile posts which helped in our retracement of 
the client’s north line.  Reflecting on the day, the 
only part that didn’t turn out as anticipated was 
the supervision part.  It appears that I still need to 
work on that.

Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors

The Interior Angle, Winter 2013



26

Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors

The Interior Angle, Winter 2013



27

Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors

The Interior Angle, Winter 2013



28

Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors

The Interior Angle, Winter 2013



29

Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors

The Interior Angle, Winter 2013



30

Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors

The Interior Angle, Winter 2013



31

Check out the April 
edition of The Interior 
Angle for Part 2 of this 
story.
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